Dear [Supervisor's Name],

I am requesting permission to attend SFNet's 82nd Annual Convention, held November 10-11, 2026, at the Marriott Marquis in Chicago, IL. As secured finance continues to evolve amid shifting credit markets, regulatory changes, new capital sources, and advances in technology, this Convention offers a valuable opportunity to gain firsthand insights into the trends and strategies shaping our industry. 

By attending, I would be able to bring back insights, relationships, and practical ideas that can support our business objectives in several ways:
1. Return with timely market intelligence on credit conditions, deal trends, capital sources, and emerging risks that may affect our business decisions
1. Strengthen relationships with lenders, borrowers, advisors, and service providers who may become valuable referral sources, partners, or clients
1. Identify practical strategies and best practices that can help us respond to market change, improve client service, and pursue new opportunities
1. Gather actionable ideas and relevant contacts to share with the team after the Convention, extending the value of the event beyond my attendance

The agenda features keynotes, panels, and breakout sessions organized around this year’s theme, “Harnessing the Winds of Change.” I have identified several key sessions that I will have the opportunity to attend during the Convention:
[Select sessions from the full agenda]

Attending will provide me the opportunity to network with hundreds of secured finance professionals from banks, non-bank lenders, law firms, and service providers, and to hear from featured keynote speakers, including Ryan Poles (General Manager, Chicago Bears), Diane Swonk (Chief Economist, KPMG Economics), and Jon McNeill (former President of Tesla and COO of Lyft, current CEO of DVx Ventures). Dedicated time in the Exhibit Hall and Networking Central will help me connect with leading organizations and suppliers who can help us get better results. I am happy to map out a plan in advance so I can gather information and connect with contacts of interest who can benefit our goals.

After the Convention, I will share a concise summary of key takeaways, relevant market insights, useful contacts, and any actionable ideas with the team so the value of attending extends beyond my individual participation.

While I understand we must be conscientious of expenses, I believe attending this event will allow me to grow as a professional, deepen my industry expertise, and bring back insights and connections that directly benefit our business.

I have broken down the estimated costs for me to attend:
1. Registration: $2,095 [or your rate]
1. Airfare: [cost]
1. Hotel: [cost]
1. Meals: [cost]
1. Total Cost: [cost]

I believe SFNet's 82nd Annual Convention represents a strong investment in industry intelligence, professional development, and relationship-building that can directly benefit our business. 

Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Job Title]
